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No. 4310. — INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ! FOR THE CAMPAIGN
AGAINST CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. SIGNED AT
GENEVA, FEBRUARY 20TH, 1935.

Official texts in French and English. This Convention was registered with the Secretariat, in accordance
with its Article 14, on March 23rd, 1938, the date of tts entry into force.

THE FEDERAL PRrESIDENT OF AvusTRIA ; His Majesty THE Kince oF THE BEerGIians ; His
MaAJesTY THE KING OF THE BULGARIANS ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE SPANISH REPUBLIC ; THE
PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC ; His MAJESTY THE KING OF THE HELLENES ; His MAJESTY
THE KING OF ITALY ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE LATvVIAN REPUBLIC ; HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
OF THE NETHERLANDS ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PoLAND ; His MajEsTY THE KING
oF ROUMANIA ; THE Swiss FEDERAL COUNCIL ; THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC ;
THE PRESIDENT OF THE TURKISH REPUBLIC ; THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE UNION
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, ,

Being convinced that an unceasing and increasingly effective campaign against contagious
diseases of animals can only be successfully prosecuted by concerted action by the countries
concerned ;

Recognising unanimously, moreover, that, in any action intended to facilitate international
trade in live-stock and animal products, the first item in the programme must be the improvement
of veterinary health conditions by every possible means, including closer and more frequent
international co-operation ;

Have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries :

THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT OF AUSTRIA :

M. Emerich PrLiGL, Permanent Representative accredited to the League of Nations,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

His MajestYy THE KING OF THE BELGIANS :
M. Paul vaN ZEELAND, Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs and External Trade.

1 Ratifications :

BULGARIA . . . . . . . . . .. . ... ... August 28th, 1936.

LAaTviA . . . . . . .o s May 4th, 1937.

BELGIUM . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e July 21st, 1937.

UnioN orF SoVIET SociaList REPUBLICS . . . . September zoth, 1937.

RouManNra. . . . . . . . . ... ... ... December 23rd, 1937.
Accession :

IragQ . December 24th, 1937.

Accession subject fo ratification :
CHILE . . . . . . . .. . .« .+« ..+ ... QOctober roth, 1936.
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His MajesTY THE KING OF THE BULGARIANS @

M. Nicolas ANTONOFF, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations, Minister
Plenipotentiary.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SPANISH REPUBLIC :

M. Julio L6pEz OLIVAN, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss
Federal Council.

Tue PresipENT OF THE FrENCH REPUBLIC :
Dr. V. Drouin, Head of the Veterinary Service at the Ministry of Agriculture.

His Majesty THE KING OF THE HELLENES :

M. Raoul BiBica-RoSETTI, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations,
Minister Plenipotentiary.

His MaJeSTY THE KING OF ITALY :
Professor C. BisanTI, Veterinary Inspector-General at the Ministry of the Interior.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA :

M. Jules FELpMANS, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations, Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council.

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF THE NETHERLANDS :

Ridder C. vaN RaPPARD, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND :

M. Titus KoMARNICKI, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations, Minister
Plenipotentiary.

His MajesTy THE KING OF ROUMANIA :

M. Constantin ANTONIADE, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the
League of Nations.

ToeE Swiss FEDERAL COUNCIL :
Dr. G. FLUCKIGER, Director of the Federal Veterinary Office.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK REPUBLIC :

M. Rodolphe KiiNzi-J1zERSKY, Permanent Delegaite accredited to the League of Nations,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council.

THE PRrESIDENT OF THE TURKISH REPUBLIC :
M. Cemal HisnG TarAyY, Permanent Delegate accredited to the League of Nations,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council.
Tue CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS &

Vladimir POTEMKINE, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the President
of the French Republic.

12 No. 4310
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Who, having communicated their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon
the following provisions :

Article 1.

The High Contracting Parties undertake to enact the necessary legislation and take the
necessary administrative measures for ensuring joint and effective action against the appearance
and spread of contagious diseases of animals.

These measures should more particularly provide for :

(1) Control over farm animals and over establishments which are of special
importance in the campaign against animal diseases, such as slaughter-houses, knackers’
yards, cattle and meat markets, fattening establishments, dairies, the stables of inns,
traders and relay stations, establishments utilising animal products ; supervision over the
production of and trade in sera, viruses and microbe cultures, whether attenuated or
not, and biological diagnostic products ; supervision over the means of transport and
of loading and unloading places and quarantine stations ;

(2) The discovery of any outbreak of contagious disease of animals, together with
an indication of the areas infected ;

(3) The methods of preventing and dealing with contagious diseases of animals ;

(4) The regulation of transport in all its forms, and particularly with a view to the
disinfection of vehicles ;

(5) The penalties to be imposed in the event of an infringement of the measures
enacted.

Article 2.

The High Contracting Parties undertake to establish and maintain in their respective countries,
where not already existing, an official veterinary health organisation to ensure the execution
of the measures referred to in Article 1. In principle, this official organisation should comprise :

(1) Government veterinary health service, the chief functions of which would be :

(a) To supervise the places and establishments referred to in Article 1 for the
pu}’pc;ie of ascertaining the outbreak and development of contagious diseases of
animals ;

(8) To apply the measures concerning contagious diseases of animals, as
well as measures for preventing and combating these diseases ;

(c) To inspect animals and animal products ;

(d) To issue certificates regarding the origin and health of animals and the
origin and soundness of animal products ;

(2) Teaching and research institutions for the training of the persohnel of
veterinary health services ; scientific laboratories necessary for the satisfactory working
of these services.

Ariicle 3.

The High Contracting Parties undertake to organise their respective veterinary health services
on the principles specified hereinafter and recognise as essential for the proper organisation
of a veterinary service :

(x) The Government veterinary health service should be under the authority of
a chief veterinary officer directly responsible to the competent Minister.

(2) The number and the duties of Government veterinary officers and of veterinary
surgeons approved by the State for certain official duties should, regard being had to
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the extent of stock-breeding, the area of land under cultivation, and the volume of traffic,
be such as to ensure effective and rapid veterinary supervision of the whole territory,
which should be divided up into definite geographical sanitary districts, as well as of
all the domestic animals.

This veterinary health service should enable the State to determine the origin and,
so far as scientific knowledge permits, the state of health of animals and the soundness
of animal products intended for export. The personnel should be in proportion to the
quantity of live-stock to be supervised.

Government veterinary officers or veterinary surgeons approved for certain
d}llltieés should hold a State diploma in veterinary medicine or a diploma recognised by
the State.

Only veterinary surgeons who are employed and paid by the State may be regarded
as Government veterinary officers.

In exceptional cases, other veterinary surgeons may be entrusted with certain duties
provided that the State is responsible for any action they may take.

{4) Veterinary inspection at the frontier should be carried out only by Government
veterinary officers or veterinary surgeons approved by the State for that purpose.

(3) (a) In principle, the inspection of meat intended for sale and public
consumption must be entrusted to approved veterinary surgeons placed under the
supervision of the Government veterinary service.

(b) Veterinary health inspection of meat and meat preparations intended for export
must be carried out by Government veterinary officers or veterinary surgeons approved
by the State for that purpose.

Article 4.

The existence of a veterinary health organisation in conformity with the provisions of Articles
2 and 3 shall be notified by each of the High Contracting Parties by means of a memorandum,
summarising the main features of the organisation and forwarded, at latest at the moment of
depositing the ratification of the Convention, to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations,
who will notify the other High Contracting Parties thereof.

Article 5.

The High Contracting Parties undertake on the basis of the recommendations of the
International Office for Contagious Diseases of Animals to publish regularly a veterinary health
bulletin in accordance with the rules laid down below :

(1) The veterinary health bulletins should be published on the 1st and 15th of
each month and give all information for the previous fortnight.

(2) They should be exchanged between the central veterinary authorities without
recourse to diplomatic channels.

(3) They should give all statistical information regarding the following diseases :
cattle plague (Pestis bovum), foot-and-mouth disease (Aphte eprzootie), contagious peri-
pneumonia (Pleuro-pneumonia bovum contagiosa), anthrax fever (Amthrax), sheep-pox
(Variola ovium), rabies, glanders (Malleus), dourine (Exanthema coitale paralyticum),
swine fever (Pestis swum).

‘(4) Each country may also give statistical or other information regarding other
diseases.
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The veterinary health bulletins should necessarily indicate the veterinary health situation
on the date of publication — 7.e., the number and names of the large territorial divisions (provinces,
departments, districts), the number of communes and premises infected at the date on which
the bulletin is published, and the number of communes and premises which have become infected
during the period under consideration. :

Article 6.

When an outbreak of cattle plague, swine fever or fowl plague, foot-and-mouth disease, rabies,
contagious peri-pneumonia of bovines or dourine is first discovered in the territory of one of the
High Contracting Parties, the central veterinary authorities of the other High Contracting Parties
must immediately be notified by the chief of the veterinary service of the outbreak of the disease
and the position of the various infected centres. Such notification shall be made by telegraph
or wireless to all contiguous States and in all cases in which an exchange of animals or animal
products takes place between the High Contracting Parties.

The High Contracting Parties further undertake to require their veterinary health authorities
of the first instance who are posted at the frontier to notify directly and without delay the
corresponding authorities of the other neighbouring High Contracting Parties of the outbreak
and extent of the diseases mentioned in the above paragraph and, in addition, of the outbreak
and extent of sheep-pox, glanders, and fowl cholera. Such communications must in all urgent
cases be made by telegraph without prejudice to the special provisions arising out of bilateral
agreements in force between any of the High Contracting Parties. '

Article 7.

The High Contracting Parties undertake to give favourable consideration to :

(a) The admission of students, professors, lecturers and assistants of the countries
of the other High Contracting Parties to the institutions and laboratories of their countries;

(b) Temporary exchanges of veterinary officers between their various administra-
tions ;

(¢) The permanent or temporary establishment of veterinary officers of one High
Contracting Party in the territory of another if, in view of the special relations between
the countries concerned, substantial advantages might be derived therefrom ;

(d) The organisation of missions for study composed of veterinary officers of one
or more of the High Contracting Parties for the purpose of enquiring into the research
work or methods pursued in one or other of the countries of the High Contracting Parties,
and, on the request of one of the High Contracting Parties, to negotiate direct on such
questions.

Article 8.

The High Contracting Parties recognise the right of the chiefs of veterinary health services
to communicate with one another direct, when difficulties of a veterinary nature arise in connection
with the trade in animals and animal products. Copies of all such communications shall be forwarded
through diplomatic channels.

The High Contracting Parties undertake to require the chiefs of their veterinary health
services to get into touch with the corresponding chiefs of another High Contracting Party if
serious difficulties should arise in connection with the trade in live-stock or animal products with
such country.

No. 4310



1938 League of Nations — Treaty Series. 185

FinaL Provisions.

Article g (Settlement of Disputes).

1. If there should arise between the High Contracting Parties a dispute of any kind relating
to the interpretation or application of the present Convention, and if such dispute cannot be
satisfactorily settled by diplomacy, it shall be settled in accordance with any applicable agreements
in force between the Parties providing for the settlement of international disputes.

2. In case there is no such agreement in force between the Parties, the dispute shall be referred
to arbitration or judicial settlement. In the absence of agreement on the choice of another tribunal,
the dispute shall, at the request of any one of the Parties, be referred to the Permanent Court
of International Justice if all the Parties to the dispute are Parties to the Protocol* of December
16th, 1920, relating to the Statute of that Court and, if any of the Parties to the dispute is not
a Party to the Protocol of December 16th, 1920, to an arbitral tribunal constituted in accordance
gith the Hague Convention? of October 18th, 1907, for the Pacific Settlement of International

isputes.

Article 10 (Languages and Date).

The present Convention, of which the English and French texts are both authoritative,
shall bear this day’s date.

Article 1Y (Signature and Ratification).

1. The present Convention may be signed until February 15th, 1936, on behalf of any Member
of the League of Nations or any non-member State to which the Council of the League of Nations
shall have communicated a copy of the present Convention for the purpose.

2. The present Convention shall be ratified. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, who will notify the deposit thereof to all
the Members of the League of Nations and to the non-member States referred to in the preceding
paragraph.

Article 12 (Accession).

I. On and after February 16th, 1936, any Member of the League of Nations and any
non-member State to which the Council of the League of Nations shall have communicated a copy
of the present Convention may accede to it.

2. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the League
of Nations, who will notify such deposit to all the Members of the League of Nations and to the
non-member States referred to in the preceding paragraph.

Article 13 (Entry inio Force).

_ x. The Secretary-General of the League of Nations will draw up a procés-verbal when five
ratifications or accessions have been received.

1 Vol, VI, page 379 ; Vol. XI, page 405 ; Vol. XV, page 305 ; Vol. XXIV, page 153 ; Vol. XXVII,
page 417 ; Vol. XXXIX, page 165; Vol. XLV, page 96; Vol. L, page 159; Vol. LIV, page 387 ;
Vol, LXIX, page 70; Vol. LXXII, 452; Vol. LXXVIII, page 435; Vol. LXXXVIII, page 272 ; Vol.
XCII, page 362 ; Vol. XCVI, page 180 ; Vol. C, page 153 ; Vol. CIV, page 492 ; Vol. CVII, page 461 ;
Vol. CXI, page 402 ; Vol. CXVII, page 46; Vol. CXXVI, page 430; Vol. CXXX, page 440; Vol
CXXXIV, page 392 ; Vol. CXLVII], page 318 ; Vol. CLII, page 282 ; Vol. CLVI, page 176 ; Vol. CLX,
page 325 ; Vol. CLXIV, page 352 ; Vol. CLXVIII, page 228 ; Vol. CLXXII, page 388 ; Vol. CLXXVII,
page 382 ; Vol. CLXXXI, page 346 ; and Vol. CLXXXYV, page 370, of this Series.

2 British and Forveign State Papers, Vol. 100, page 208.
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2. A certified true copy of this procés-verbal shall be transmitted by the Secretary-General
of tf{le Lieague of Nations to all the Members of the League and to all non-member States mentioned
in Article 11.

Article 14.

I. The present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-General of the League of
Nations ninety days after the date of the procés-verbal mentioned in Article 13. It will come into
force on that date.

2. In respect of each Member or non-member State on whose behalf any instrument of
ratification or accession is subsequently deposited, the Convention shall come into force ninety
days after the date of the deposit of such instrument.

Article 15 (Duration and Denunciation).

1. The duration of the present Convention shall be for two years from its entry into force.

2. It shall remain in force for a further period of four years, and subsequently in respect
of such Contracting Parties as have not denounced it at least six months before the expiry of the
period.

3. The denunciation shall be effected by a written notification addressed to the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations, who will inform all the Members of the League and the non-
member States referred to in Article II.

Article 16 (Application to Colonies, Protectorates, etc.).

1. In the absence of a contrary declaration by one of the High Contracting Parties at the
time of signature, ratification or accession, the provisions of the present Convention shall not apply
to colonies, protectorates, overseas territories, territories under its suzerainty or territories in respect
of which a mandate has been entrusted to it.

2. Nevertheless, the High Contracting Parties reserve the right to sign the Convention or
to accede thereto, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 11 and 12, for their colonies,
protectorates, overseas territories, territories under their suzerainty or territories in respect of
which a mandate has been entrusted to them.

3. They further reserve the right to denounce the Convention separately, in accordance
with the provisions of Article 15.

Article 17 (Revision).

1. Conferences for the revision of the present Convention may be called with a view to making
such changes therein as experience may have shown to be useful.

2. A Conference for the revision of the present Convention shall be called by the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations whenever so requested by not less than five of the High
Contracting Parties.

The latter shall indicate succinctly the changes they propose and the reasons for such changes.

3. In default of the unanimous consent of the High Contracting Parties, no demand for the
calling of a conference for the revision of the present Convention within less than two years from
the entry into force of the Convention or four years from the end of a previous Conference for
its revision shall be admissible.

4. The Secretary-General of the League of Nations shall prepare the work of conferences
for the revision of the present Convention with the co-operation of the International Office for
Contagious Diseases of Animals.
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En foi de quoi les plénipotentiaires sus-
mentionnés ont signé la présente convention.

Fait 4 Genéve le vingt février mil neuf
cent trente-cing, en un seul exemplaire, qui
sera conservé dans les archives du Secrétariat
de la Société des Nations et dont copie certifiée
conforme sera remise A4 tous les Membres de
la Société et aux Etats non membres visés &
I’article 1I.

Autriche .

In faith whereof the above-mentioned Pleni-
potentiaries have signed the present Convention.

Done at Geneva on the twentieth day
of February, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-five, in a single copy, which shall be
kept in the archives of the Secretariat of the
League of Nations, and of which a certified
true copy shall be delivered to all the Members
of the League and to the non-member States
referred to in Article 1I.

Austria :

E. PrLUGL.

Belgique :

Belgium :

Au moment de signer la présente convention,
je déclare, au nom de mon gouvernement, que
celui-ci ne considére pas le seul fait qu’en Bel-
gique l'inspection des viandes, bien qu’effectuée
par des vétérinaires de I’Etat ou agréés par lui,
se trouve placée sous le controdle du ministre
de l'Intérieur (Inspection des denrées alimen-
taires), comme étant contraire aux dispositions
de V'article 3, paragraphe 5, de la présente con-
vention ; et cela d’autant moins que toutes les

prescriptions

Belgique .

dudit article

sont suivies en

Paul vAN ZEELAND.

Bulgarie :

Bulgaria :

N. ANTONOFF.

Espagne :

Spain :

J. L6pEz OLIVAN.

France :

France :

V. DrouIN.

Gréce !

Greece :

Raoul BiBica-ROSETTI.

Iialie :

Tialy :

C. BISANTI.

Translation :

! On signing the present Convention, I declare on behalf of my Government that it does not regard
the mere fact that in Belgium the inspection of meat, while carried out by Government veterinary
surgeons or by veterinary surgeons approved by the Government, is placed under the supervision of the
Minister of the Interior (Inspection of Foodstuffs), as being contrary to the provisions of Article 3,
paragraph 5, of the present Convention ; particularly since all the requirements of the said Article are

observed in Belgium.
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Lettonie : Latvia .
J. FELDMANS.
Pays-Bas : The Netherlands :
Pour le Royaume en Europe!:
C. VAN RAPPARD.
Pologne : Poland :
Titus KOMARNICKI,
Roumanie : Roumania :
C. ANTONIADE.
Suisse : Switzerland :
FLUCKIGER.
Tchécoslovaquie : Czechoslovakia :
Rodolphe KiiNzL-JIZERSKY.
Turguie : Turkey :

Cemal HUsniy TARAY.

Union des Républiques
soviétiques soctalistes :

Union of Soviet
Soctalist Republics :

V. POTEMKINE.

DECLARATION ANNEXE

Au moment de procéder a la signature
de la Convention internationale pour la lutte
contre les maladies contagieuses des animaux
portant la date du 20 février 1935, les sous-
signés déclarent au nom de leurs gouverne-
ments respectifs qu'ils considérent, A titre
exceptionnel, que le service sanitaire vétéri-
naire d'Etat, tel qu’il est actuellement organisé
en Italie, répond aux exigences des prescriptions
de Vl’article 3, chiffre 1), de ladite convention,

En foi de quoi les soussignés ont signé la
présente déclaration.

Fait & Genéve, le vingt février mil neuf
cent trente-cing, en un seul exemplaire, qui
sera conservé dans les archives du Secrétariat
de la Société des Nations et dont copie certifiée

DECLARATION ATTACHED.

In proceeding to the signature of the Inter-
national Convention for the Campaign against
Contagious Diseases of Animals dated February
20th, 1935, the undersigned declare on behalf
of their respective Governments that they
regard the Government Veterinary Health
Service as at present organised in Italy as
complying, as an exceptional case, with the
requirements of Article 3, paragraph (1), of
the said Convention.

In faith whereof the undersigned have signed
the present Declaration.

Done at Geneva on the twentieth day of
February, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-five, in a single copy, which shall be
kept in the archives of the Secretariat of the

Transiation :
1 For the Kingdom in Europe.
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conforme sera remise A4 tous les Membres de League of Nations, and of which a certified
la Société et aux Etats non membres visés & true copy shall be delivered to all the Members

V'article 11 de la convention.

Autriche :

Belgique :

Bulgarie :

Espagne :

France :

Gréce :

Italie :

Lettonie :

Pays-Bas :

Pologne :

Roumanie :

Suisse :

Tchécoslovaguie :

Turquie :

Union des Républiques

soviétiques socialistes :

of the League and to the non-member States
referred to in Article II.

Austria :
E. PrLUGL.
Belgium :
Paul VAN ZEELAND.
Bulgaria :
N. ANTONOFF.
* Spain :
J. LoreEz OLIVAN.
France :
V. DRroUIN,
Greece :
Raoul Bisica-ROSETTI.
Italy :
C. BISANTI.
Latvia :

J. FELDMANS.

The Netherlands :
C. VAN RAPPARD.

Poland :
Titus KOMARNICKI.

Roumania :
C. ANTONIADE.

Switzerland :
FLUCKIGER.
Czechoslovakia :
Rodolphe K6NzL-J1ZERSKY.
Turkey :

Cemal HUsNG TARAY.

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics :
V. POTEMKINE.
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